
 

 

                                                                         1                                                      Created by Pinkz 

 

Grade VI I I  

Lesson 4.  Bepin Choudhury' s Lapse of  Memory  

 

 

 

 

Bepin Choudhury Meet s St ranger who Recalls about  Ranchi Visit  

 Like ever y Monday, af t er  wor k Bepin Choudhur y dir ect ly headed t o Kalichar an’s book 

shop t o buy books. While he was looking at  t he books, he had a f eeling t hat  someone was 

per haps closely obser ving him. The man claimed t hat  he knew Bepin and in f act , Bepin Babu knew 

him t oo. He inf or med Bepin Babu, much t o his sur pr ise, t hat  bot h of  t hem wer e good 

acquaint ances. The st r anger  t old him t hat  t hey met  daily f or  a week when Bepin Choudhur y had 

come t o Ranchi. His name was Par imal Ghose. 

  When Par imal t r ies t o r emind Bepin about  his visit  t o Ranchi in t he year  1958, Bepin 

t hinks t hat  t he st r anger  is conf using him wit h someone else. Bepin did not  r emember  having 

gone t o Ranchi, t hough he had gr eat ly wished t o. To pr ove his point , Par imal supplies a number  

of  int imat e det ails, which put  Bepin Choudhur y in a f ix. The deat h of  Bepin’s wif e, br ot her , his 

being childless and his dislike f or  hot el f ood wer e all known t o Par imal. 

 

The Cut  in the Right t  Knee 

  On r ealising t he pr esence of  t he mar k of  a cut  on t he r ight  knee, anot her  det ail supplied 

by t he st r anger , Bepin begins t o invest igat e t he case. He r emember ed t hat  he spent  t he puj a of  

Oct ober  1958, wit h a f r iend, Har idasBagachi. But , in or der  t o r elieve himself  of  t he doubt s t hat  

had emer ged, he t hinks of  calling up Har idasBagachi and lat er  Dinesh Mukher j i. The st r anger  

had ment ioned t hat  Dinesh Mukher j i had accompanied him dur ing t his visit . Dinesh Mukher j i, 

f ur t her  conf ir ms t his piece of  f act . 

 

Bepin Choudhury Meet s Chunilal Amidst  all the Ment al Problems  

  Bepin Choudhur y in ut t er  disbelief  begins t o evaluat e his lif e. He t hinks t hat  excessive 

wor k and labour  t hat  he had put  int o his j ob f or  all t hese year s was r esponsible f or  his cur r ent  

st at e. He begins t o t hink of  himself  as ment ally unwell, at  having f or got t en an ent ir e incident  of  

his lif e t hat  had occur r ed j ust  a couple of  year s ago.  

PROSE 

Soul of  the chapter 



 

 

                                                                         2                                                      Created by Pinkz 

 

  Bepin Choudhur y r econf ir ms t he det ails of  his Ranchi visit  f r om an old school f r iend, 

Chunilal, who had come t o meet  him in or der  t o seek Bepin’s help at  f inding a new j ob. Chuni 

dosen’t  j ust  conf ir m t he visit , but  also inf or ms Bepin t hat  he was t he one who got  Bepin Babu’s 

t r ain bookings done, as he was t hen a t r avel agent . 

 

Bepin Choudhury Sees the Doct o and his Leaving f or Hudroo Falls 

  By now Bepin Choudhur y was convinced t hat  somet hing was wr ong wit h him. He, 

t her ef or e, decides t o meet  Dr  Par esh Chanda a young Physician. “ You must  cur e me of  t his 

hor r ible illness. I  can’t  t ell you how it ’s af f ect ing my wor k. “ Dr . Chanda was only t oo sur pr ised 

t o know t he sympt oms. He r ecommends. Bepin Babu t o go t o Ranchi once again in or der  t o 

r ecollect  t he f or got t en par t s of  his memor y. Bepin Choudhur y does exact ly what  t he doct or  had 

suggest ed and t he ver y next  evening he st ar t s f or  Ranchi. 

  As was expect ed, he r emember s not hing on r evisit ing Ranchi. Unable t o bear  t he bur den 

of  t his illness and having lost  t his lost  hope, he collapses at  Hudr oo Falls, wher e t wo Guj ar at i 

gent lemen f ind him lying unconscious. 

 

Bepin Choudhury Receives a Let t er and Talks t o Dr Chanda 

  Af t er  his r et ur n f r om Ranchi, he was lying in a depr essed st at e when he r eceives a 

let t er  f r om Chunilal. Chunilal r eveals t he secr et  and t ells BepinBabu t hat  he had f ooled him by 

playing a t r ick. This t r ick was Chunilal’s r evenge on BepinBabu at  having f or got t en t heir  old 

f r iendship and not  helping a f r iend in need. 

  Bepin Choudhur y is only t oo embar r assed. He inf or ms Dr  Chanda t hat  he had r ecollect ed 

ever yt hing af t er  t he second Ranchi t r ip and t hat  t he doct or  may come t o t r eat  his inj ur ed hip. 

 

 

 

 

 

1.  Why did t he man stare at  Bepin Babu in disbelief ? 

  The men st ar ed at  Bepin Babu in disbelief  because Bepin Babu r ef used t o r ecognise him. 

The st r anger  ment ioned t hat  t hey had met  each ot her  f or  an ent ir e week while Bepin 
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Choudhur y had visit ed Ranchi and have had conver sat ion on var ious per sonal mat t er s. Yet , Bepin 

Choudhur y’s amusement  at  such a visit  lef t  him st ar ing at  BepinBabu in sheer  disbelief . 

2.  Where did Bebin Babu say he went  in October,  1958? 

  Bepin Babu said t hat  in Oct ober ,1958 he had gone t o Kanpur  t o celebr at e ‘Puj a’. He was 

wit h his f r iend. Har idasBagchi, dur ing t hat  t ime. 

3.  Ment ion any t hree (or more) t hings that  Parimal Ghose knew about  Bepin Babu.  

   Par imalGhose knew quit e a f ew t hings about  Bepin Choudhur y and his lif e. 

  (i) He knew t hat  Bepin Choudhur y’s wif e had died about  t en year s ago. 

  (ii) Par imalGhose was also awar e t hat  Bepin Babu had no childr en. 

  (iii) Par imalGhose could also t ell t hat  Bepin Babu’s br ot her  had died of  insanit y and f or  

t his r eason Bebin Babu’s did not  like visit ing ment al hospit als. 

  (iv) He had a f air  idea about  Bepin Babu’s likes and dislikes and t her ef or e, knew t hat  

Bepin Babu was not  f ond of  hot el f ood. 

  (v) The cut  on Bepin Babu’s r ight  knee dur ing Ranchi visit  was also known t o Par imal 

Ghose. 

 

 

 

 

1.  Why did Bepin Babu worry about  what  Parimal Ghose had said? 

  Bepin Babu was wor r ied about  t he t hings Par imalGhose had shar ed wit h him because 

t hese wer e all int imat e det ails of  his lif e, not  known t o st r anger s. Par imal Ghose was cor r ect  

about  ever yt hing, expect  f or  Bepin being t o Ranchi in 1958. Bepin Babu began t o wor r y if  t her e 

was somet hing wr ong wit h his ment al healt h. 

2.  How did he t ry t o decide who was right - his memory or Parimal ?Ghose? 

  Bepin Choudhur y decided t o call his f r iend, Har idas Bagachi, wit h whom he had spent  t he 

‘Puj a’ of  1958. 

  Since Bagachi was away t o J apan, he r olled up his t r ouser s t o see f or  himself  t he cut  on 

his knee. He, lat er , decided t o call up Dinesh Mukher j i and Chunilal, t o get  a conf ir mat ion. 
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3.  Why did BepinBabu hesit ate t o visit  Mr.  Mukherj i? Why did he f inally decide t o phone  

    him? 

  BepinBabu was a lit t le hesit ant  t o visit  Mr . Mukher j i because he t hought  t hat  it  would be 

quit e  embar r asing f or  him t o ask det ails of  his lif e f r om his f r iend. 

  Also, if  Dinesh Mukher j i would conf ir m t heir  Ranchi visit , Mukher j i would get  t o know 

about  his st at e of  mind. Ther ef or e, Bepin Babu decided t o phone him. 

4. What  did Mr . Mukher j i say? Did it  comf or t  Bepin Babu or  add t o his wor r ies? 

   Mr . Mukher j i conf ir med t hat  bot h of  t hem had been t o Ranchi in t he year  1958. This 

quit e obviously added on t o Bepin Babu’s wor r ies. 

 

 

 

1.  Who was Chunilal? What  did he want  f rom Bepin Babu? 

 Chunila was a ver y old f r iend of  Bepin Babu. They had been t oget her  at  school. Chunila 

was going t hr ough a ver y r ough t ime as he didn’t  have a j ob at  pr esent . He had been coming t o 

meet  Bepin Babu over  and over  again f or  j ob pr ospect s. 

2.  Why was Dr. Chanda was puzzled? What  was unusual about  Bepin Babu' s loss of   

    memory?  

  Dr  Chanda was puzzled because Bepin Babu seemed t o r emember  ever yt hing about  his 

lif e, except  t his one episode.  

  The peculiar it y of  Bepi Babu‘s case was t hat  unlike pat ient s who seem t o f or get  par t s of  

t heir  memor y, Bepin Babu had f or got t en j ust  t his one episode of  his lif e. 

 

 

 

1.  Had Bepin Babu really lost  his memory and f orgot t en all about  a t rip t o Ranchi? 

  No, BepinBabu had not  lost  his memor y or  f or got t en anyt hing. He had been f ooled t o 

believe so by Chunilal t hat  he had made a t r ip t o Ranchi and t hen he was unable t o r emember  it .  

2.  Why do you think Chunilal did what  he did? Chunilal says he has no money; What  is it   

   t hat  he does have? 

  Chunilal had been a ver y old f r iend of  Bepin Choudhur y. He was claiming help f r om Bepin 

Babu on account  of  t his age old f r iendship. Accor ding t o Chunilal, t he pr ivileged cir cumst ances 

Comprehension Check -  3 

Comprehension Check -  4 
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of  Bepin Babu seemed t o made him over look t he ill condit ion of  his f r iend. This deeply hur t  

Chunilal. As his r evenge, he played t his t r ick upon Bepin Babu. Chunilal wr ot e in his let t er  t hat  

he had no money, but  what  he did have was his imaginat ion. He was using his imaginat ion now t o 

wr it e a novel which was being r eviewed by a good publisher . 

 

 

 

1.  The aut hor describes BepinBabu as a serious and hardworking man.  What  evidence can  

    you f ind in the st ory t o support  this? 

  The aut hor  descr ibes Bepin Babu as a har d and a r esponsible wor ker . He t ook his j ob 

quit e ser iously and did all his wor k wit h gr eat  dedicat ion. The pr oof  f or  t his is t he f act  t hat  

even while Bepin Choudhur y was quit e unwell because of  t he Ranchi episode and when Dr  Chanda 

r ecommended him t o go t o Ranchi once again, he called up at  his of f ice, gave a set  of  

inst r uct ions bef or e set t ing on t his j our ney. This clear ly pr oves t hat  even in condit ion of  ill 

healt h, he placed his of f ice wor k at  pr ior it y. 

2.  Why did Bepin Babu change his mind about  meet ing Chunilal? What  was t he result  of   

   t his meet ing? 

  Chunilal had been coming over  and over  again t o meet  Bepin Babu t o make appeal f or  a 

j ob. Bepin Babu, t her ef or e, asked him t o leave. I mmediat ely, however , Bepin Babu changed his 

mind because he t hought  Chunilal might  have a f air  idea about  his Ranchi visit  in 1958. 

Af t er  t his meet ing, however , Bepin Babu was lef t  f ur t her  t r oubled, since Chunilal conf ir med 

BepinBabu’s Ranch visit . 

3.  BepinBabu lost  consciousness at  Hudroo Falls.  What  do you think was t he reason f or  

   t his? 

   BeepinBabu lost  consciousness at  Hur doo Falls per haps because t hat  was his lost  hope at  

r egaining t he lost  par t  of  his memor y. 

  He was alr eady in bad healt h, wor r ying t oo much about  his lapse of  memor y and at  

Hudr oo Falls when he f ails t o r ecollect  t hat  episode, he pr obably got  over  bur dened by his 

t hought  and lost  consciousness. 

 

 

 

Working wit h the Text  
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4.  How do you t hink Bepin Babu react ed when he f ound out  that  Chunilal had t ricked him? 

  BepinBabu was shocked, dump f ounded and embar r assed when he f ound out  t hat  Chunilal 

had t r icked him. He didn’t  wish t o shar e his embar r assment  wit h anyone and t her ef or e, in 

keeping wit h Chunilal’s lie t old Dr  Chanda t hat  on visit ing Ranchi he had r ecollect ed ever yt hing. 

 

 

 

1.  Look at  t hese t wo sentences.  

  He had t o buy at  least  f ive books t o last  him t hr ough t he week. 

  Bepin had t o ask Chuni t o leave. 

  Had t o is used t o show t hat  it  was ver y impor t ant  or  necessar y f or  BepinBabu t o do 

somet hing. He had no choice. We can also use ‘have t o’/  ‘has t o’ in t he same way. 

Fill in the blanks below using ‘had t o’/  ’have to’ /  ' has t o' .  

(i) I ______________cut  my hair  ever y mont h. 

(ii) We______________go f or  swimming lessons last  year . 

(iii) She______________ t ell t he pr incipal t he t r ut h. 

(iv) They______________t ake t he baby t o t he doct or . 

(v) We ______________complain t o t he police about  t he noise. 

(vi) Romit ______________f inish his homewor k bef or e t he could come out  t o play. 

(vii) I ______________r epair  my cycle yest er day. 

(i) have t o (ii) had t o (iii) had t o (iv) had t o (v) had t o (vi) has t o     (vii) Had t o 

 

2.  Here are a f ew idioms that  you will f ind in t he st ory.  Look f or t hem in t he dict ionary  

    in the f ollowing way.   

       First ,  arrange them in the order in which you would f ind them in a dict ionary.  

  (Clue: An idiom is usually list ed under the f irst  noun,  verb,  adj ect ive or adverb in 

it .  I gnore art icles or preposit ions in the idiom).  

  To hep you,  we have put  in bold t he words under which you must  look f or t he 

idioms in the dict ionary.  

(i)    at / f r om close quar t es (close:adj ect ive) 

(i) break int o a smile (break :ver b;look under  ‘br eak int o somet hing’) 

(ii) carry on (carry:ver b) 

Working wit h Language 
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(iii) have a clean record (you may f ind r elat ed meanings under  bot h t hese wor ds) 

(iv) beat  about  t he bush (ver b) 

  Now, r ef er  t o your  dict ionar y and f ind out  what  t hey mean. 

Ans.   The dict ionary order 

(i) beat  about  t he bush        

(ii)   br eak int o a  

(ii) car r y on                    

(iv)  f r om close quar t er s 

(v)  have a clean r ecor d of  

Meaning 

(i) Not  t o t alk in a st r aight  f or war d manner . 

(ii) Smile abr upt ly or  suddenly 

(iii) To cont inue. 

(iv) Near by or  close by 

(v) Wit hout  any blemish. 

 

3.  St udy the sent ences in t he columns A and B below.  

Column A Column B 

I  saw t his movie yest er day. I  have seen t his movie 

Bepin Babu wor ked her e f or  a week last  year  Bepin Babu has wor ked her e since 2003 

Chunilal wr ot e t o a publisher  last  week.  Chunilal has wr it t en t o a publisher . 

I  visit ed Ranchi once, long ago. I  have visit ed Ranchi once bef or e. 

 

Compare t he sent ences in t wo columns,  especially the verb f orms.  Answer the f ollowing 

quest ions about  each pair of  sentences.  

(i) Which column t ells us t hat  Bepin Babu is st ill working at  the same place? 

(ii) Which column suggest  t hat  Chunilal is now wait ing f or a reply f rom t he publisher? 

(iii) Which column suggest s t hat  t he person st ill remembers t he movie he saw? 

(iv) Which column suggest s t hat  t he experience of  visit ing Ranchi is st ill f resh in the  

 speaker’s mind? 

Ans.   (i) Column B-Bepin Babu has wor ked her e since 2003. 

   (ii) Column A-Chunilal wr ot e t o a publisher  last  week. 
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 (iii) ColumnB-I  have seen t his movie alr eady. 

  (iv) Column B-1 have visit ed Ranchi once bef or e. 

4.  Given below are jumbled sentences.  Working in groups,  rearrange the words in each  

   sent ence t o f orm correct  sent ences.  You will f ind that  each sentence cont ains as  

    idiomat ic expressions t hat  you have come across in the lesson.  Underline t he idiom and  

     writ e down it s meaning.  Then use your dict ionary t o check the meaning.  One sentence  

     has been worked out  f or you as an example.  

     Jumbled sent ence: vanished/ The car/  seemed t o/ int o thin/ have/ air.  

Ans.  The car  seemed t o have vanished int o t hin air . 

I diom: Vanished int o t hin air:  disappear ed or  vanished in a myst er ious way. 

(i) St op/  and t ell me/  beat ing about / what  you want / t he bush 

(ii) Don’t  pay/  if  you/ at t ent ion/ you might / t he wr ong t r ain/ t o t he announcement / boar d  

(iii) The villager s/ t r ied t he cr ime/  on t he young woman/ t o pin 

(iv) Bepin Babu/ or der s t o/ t elling people/ under / loved/ doct or ’s/ eat  ear ly/ t hat  he was 

(v) The st udent s /  The t eacher / his eyebr ows/ when/ said t hat / all t heir  lesson/ r aised/ t hey  

 had r evised 

Ans.   

(i) St op beat ing about  t he bush and t ell me what  you want .  

  I dioms: beat ing about  the bush t o t alk about  somet hing dir ect ly. 

(ii) I f  you don’t  pay at t ent ion t o t he announcement  you might  boar d t he wr ong t r ain.  

  I diom: Pay at tent ion t o be at t ent ive 

(iii) The villager s t r ied t o pin t he cr ime on t he young woman. 

  I diom: To pin the crime t o accuse someone f or  any cr ime. 

(iv) Bepin Babu loved t elling people t hat  he was under  doct or ’s or der s t o eat  ear ly. 

  I diom : Under orders t o f ollow t he inst r uct ions.  

(v) The t eacher  r aised his eyebr ows when t he st udent s said t hat  t hey had r evise all t heir   

 lessons. 

  I diom: raised his eyebrows was shocked or  sur pr ise mildly. 
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1.  What  do you t hink happened af ter BepinBabu came t o know the t ruth? 

   Was he angry wit h this f riend f or playing such a t rick on him? Or do you think he    

   decided t o help a f riend in need? 

  When BepinBabu discover ed t he t r ut h, he was complet ely shocked. He could never  

imagine in his wildest  dr eams t hat  he would be f ooled in t his manner . I nit ially, he became quit e 

upset  wit h Chunilal and could not  under st and how Chunilal could pay such a ser ious pr ank on a 

f r iend. He was also dist ur bed by t he lie of  Dinesh Mukher j i, who had made him believe in t he 

gr avit y of  t he sit uat ion. 

  However , he soon r ealised t hat  what  dist ur bed him most  was t hat  his f r iend wer e 

r esponsible f or  his pr esent  condit ion, his ment al misbalance and ill healt h. 

  Bepin Choudhur y did not  t hen t ake ver y long in under st and how he was r esponsible f or  

Chunilal' s poor  economic condit ion. As a f r iend how he had f ailed t o be a pillar  of  st r engt h and 

help his f r iend in t he hour  of  need. 

He, t her ef or e, decided t o help his f r iend in what ever  ways possible and do so wit hout  any delay. 

He also wr ot e an apology let t er  t o his f r iend and went  t o see his f r iend in per son and sought  

f or giveness f r om him. 

2.  I magine you are Bepin Choudhury.  You have received Chunilal’s let ter and f eel ashamed  

   t hat  you did not  bother t o help an old f riend down on his luck.  

   Now,  you want  t o do somet hing f or him.  Writ e a let t er t o Chunilal promising t o help him  

   soon.   

Ans.  

XYZ St r eet   

Calcut t a 

Dat e-25t h J anuar y,1965 

Dear -Chunilal, 

 

  Yest er day evening I  r eceived your  let t er . I  had j ust  been back f r om Ranchi and was in 

poor  healt h when I  was shocked by t he r evelat ion your  let t er  made. I  was dumb f ounded and 

went  numb f or  a consider able t ime. I  did not  know how t o r eact . The way I  had suf f er ed in t he 

Speaking and Writ ing 
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past  week, I  should have been ver y angr y wit h you. But  r ealising how you might  have been 

suf f er ing f or  past  t wo mont hs on my account  lef t  me speechless. I  am r eally ashamed of  how I  

handled your  case. I  could have put  in a lit t le ef f or t  and helped you gain a posit ion or  helped you 

ot her wise. But  my unf eeling at t it ude has not  j ust  hur t  you, but  has also lef t  me in pain t oday. 

My f r iend, I  beg you f or  t he sake of  our  old f r iendship t o f or give me and I  pr omise t o help you 

out  in t he best  possible way. I  wish t o meet  you soon, but  I  am t oo embar r assed t o come and 

f ace you. Do let  me know t hat  you have f or given me and I  will make all t hings bet t er . 

Looking f or war d t o your  r eply. 

Your s t r uly 

 Bepin Choudhur y 

Or 

  A pr ank is childish t r ick. Do you r emember  any incident  when someone played a pr ank on 

you or  your  f r iends? Descr ibe t he pr ank in a par agr aph.  

Ans.   

  When I  was young, I  was ver y scar ed of  lizar ds. One day, one of  my cousins t hr ew a 

plast ic lizar d on me. I  was scar ed t o deat h, t hinking it  t o be a r eal one. I  was so scar ed t hat  I  

want ed t o have r evenge on my cousin. 

  So, I  called him f r om anot her  phone and pr et ended t o be his t eacher  an asked him t o 

pass t he phone t o his f at her  so t hat  I  could complain about  his mischievous behaviour  in class. 

Thinking of  me as his t eacher , my cousin was so apologet ic f or  all his unr uly act s t hat  it  gave me 

a lot  of  pleasur e. 

 

 

 

 

 

1.  Discuss a regular f eat ure of  Bepin Choudhury’s Monday evenings.  

  Ever y Monday, af t er  wor k, Bepin Choudhur y used t o go t o Kalichar an’s book shop in new 

mar ket  t o buy at  least  f ive books t hat  would last  him t he ent ir e week. 

2.  According t o Parimal Ghose he had arranged a car f or Bepin Babu t o t ravel t o which  

   place? 

  Par imalGhose had ar r anged a car  f or  BepinBabu t o t r avel t o Hudr oo Falls and Net ar hat . 

Chapt er Pract ice 

Very Short  Answer Type Quest ions 
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3.  Why was Bepin Choudhury unable t o consult  his f riend,  Haridas Bagachi? 

  Bepin Choudhur y was unable t o call Har idas Bagachi because Har idas Bagachi and his wif e 

had gone t o J apan.  

4.  What  was t he nat ure of  Chunilal’s last  j ob? 

  I n his pr evious j ob, Chunilal wor ked at  a t r avel agency. 

5.  I s Dr Chanda successf ul in diagnosing BepnBabu’s problem? 

  No, Dr  Chanda was unable t o diagnose Beopin Choudhur y’s pr oblem. He t hinks t hat  it  was 

quit e a peculiar  case. 

6.  Where did Bepin Choudhury spend t he October of  1958? 

  Dur ing Oct ober  1958, Puj a, Bepin Choudhur y was in Kanpur  wit h his f r iend, Har idas 

Bagachi and his f amily. 

7.  Did ParimalGhose know Bepin Choudhury? 

  No, Par imalGhose was not  f amiliar  wit h Bepin Choudhur y. He was mer ely act ing in 

accor dance wit h Chunilal’s inst r uct ions. 

 

1.  Why does Dr Chanda call BepinBabu’s case a peculiar case? 

  Dr  Chanda had never  hear d of  any such case par t ial of  lapse of  memor y. He had hear d of  

people losing t heir  par t ial memor y. But  he had never  known someone f or get t ing only a par t icular  

incident  of  his lif e and r emember ing ever yt hing else wit hout  any dif f icult y. 

2.  What  role does Dinesh Mukherj i paly in t he st ory? 

  Dinesh Mukher j i’s conf ir mat ion of  Bepin Choudhur y’s Ranchi visit  is a t ur ning point  in t he 

st or y. Only af t er  r eceiving t his piece of  inf or mat ion, he get s convinced t hat  somet hing was t he 

mat t er  wit h him and he begins t o consider  Par imal Ghose’s claims ser iously. 

3.  What  were Bepin Choudhury’s biggest  f ears concerning his present  condit ion? 

  Bepin Choudhur y begins t o believe t hat  he was losing his sanit y and was going mad. His 

biggest  f ear  was t hat  he might  end up in a lunat ic asylum.  

  His br ot her  had died of  insanit y and he hat ed going t o a ment al hospit al, but  he f ear ed 

t hat  his f at e might  be t he same. He also f ear ed losing his j ob and r eput at ion.  

4.  With what  int ent ion does Chunilal reveal the t ruth in the end? 

  Chunilal r eveals t he t r ut h in t he end and showcases himself  as t he mast er mind of  t he 

ent ir e game t o t each Bepin Choudhur y a lesson. He let s Bepin Babu know t hat  he had played t his 
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pr ank on him t o seek r evenge and r educe Bepin Choudhur y t o as pit iable a sit uat ion as he 

himself  was in. 

 

 

 

1.  Discuss t he theme of  revenge as it  emerges in t his st ory.  

  The t r eat ment  of  t he r evenge t heme in t his st or y is f air ly unusual. The r evenge in t his 

case is neit her  mur der ing t he opponent  nor  r obbing his valuables or  in any way physically abusing 

him, but  t r apping him in a way, t hat  his escape becomes dif f icult . The r evenge is execut ed in a 

ver y subt le way. Chunilal manages t o t ake his r evenge long wit h t eaching a lesson t o Bepin 

Choudhur y f or  not  having t r ied enough t o help his age old f r iend. 

2.  Discuss t he signif icance of  these phrase,  “Lapse of  memory”,  in t he t it le of  t he st ory.   

  He chapt er  looks at  memor y and it s power  t o int egr at e t he past , pr esent  and f ut ur e as a 

cr ucial par t  of  human exist ence. The phr ase, ”Lapse of  Memor y” Becomes cr ucial in t wo ways.  

The “Lapse of  Memor y” on one hand could r ef er  t o Chunilal’s cent r al plot  in t r icking Bepin Babu. 

On t he ot her  hand, “Bepin Babu’s lapse of  Memor y” was act ually a r ealit y as he was unconf ident  

about  t he event s of  his lif e and believes t hat  t her e was a ‘Lapse of  Memor y’ in r ealit y.  

3.  Write a character sket ch of  Bepin Babu on t he basis of  your reading of  the st ory.  

  Bepin Choudhur y was a har d wor king and sincer e per son at  wor k. He was ver y f ond of  

r eading and buying books was a r egular  f eat ur e of  his exist ence. However , t he st or y shows t hat  

he was not  a ver y helpf ul per son. His f r iend, Chunilal, suf f er ed on t hat  account . He per haps, was 

not  a socially likeable per son t oo. His f r iend, Dinesh Mukher j i, became an ally of  Chunilal t o play 

t he pr ank on him. 

 

 

 

The st ory makes cert ain comment s about  t he changing f aces of  f riends.  Discuss.  

  The st or y makes ser ious comment s about  t he changing f aces of  f r iends and t heir  

f r iendships. Chunilal appr oaches Bepin Choudhur y f or  seeking help t o f ind a j ob on t he st r engt h 

of  t heir  age old f r iendship. Bepin Choudhur y on t he ot her  hand pr oves t o be unhelpf ul and 

inconsider at e, somet hing t hat  gr eat ly dist ur bs Chunilal. 
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  Bepin Choudhur y is awar e of  Dinesh Mukher j i’s sar casm, yet  Dinesh Mukher j i comes 

acr oss as a good acquaint ance of  Bepin Choudhur y. However , by t he end of  t he st or y, it  is amply 

clear  t hat  Dinesh Mukher j i f unct ioned mor e as an ally of  Chunilal, t hat  as a f r iend of  Bepin 

Babu. Chunilal also mir r or s Bepin Choudhur y’s coldness by playing a pr ank on BepinBabu t hat  

unner ves him complet ely. 

  Unlike a f r iend, Chuni-lal t oo becomes inconsider able of  t he af f ect  t hat  his pr ank was 

having on BepinBabu’s healt h. 

 

 

 

 

 

Direct ions (Q. Nos. 1- 6) Read the ext ract  given below and answer the f ollowing quest ions.  

  “Bepin, have you t aken t o dr ugs or  somet hing? As f ar  as I  know, you had a clean r ecor d 

wher e such t hings wer e concer ned. 

  I  know t hat  old f r iendships don’t  mean much t o you, but  at  least  you had a good memor y. 

You can’t  r eally mean t hat  you have f or got t en about  t he Ranchi t r ip.” 

1.  Who is t he speaker of  t hese lines? 

  (a) Bepin Choudhur y  (b) Chunilal   (c) Par imalGhose  (d) Dinesh Mukher j i 

Ans.  (b) Chunilal 

2.  What  was t he purpose of  his visit  at  Bepin Babu’s residence? 

  (a) To seek medical help    (b) To seek help t o f ind a j ob 

  (c) To seek an invest ment  policy   (d) To lend him books 

Ans.  (b) To seek help t o f ind a j ob.  

3.  What  was t he nat ure of  his last  j ob? 

  (a) Teacher    (b) Tour ist  guide  (c) Tr avel agent   (d) I nvest ment  banker  

Ans.  (c) Travel agent  

4.  Discuss t he theme of  f riendship as it  emerges in t he st ory.   

  The f r iendship bet ween Chunilal and Bepin Choudhur y wit nesses changing dynamics. Bepin 

Choudhur y r ef uses t o help his f r iend in need and Chunilal almost  pr oves his f r iend t o have gone 

mad. 

5.  Describe t he t one of  t he speaker.  

Ext ract  Based Quest ions 

Ext ract  1 
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  I n t he above lines, t he t one of  t he speaker  has mixed r eact ions like anger , f r ust r at ion, 

pit y and sar casm. 

6.  Why was the speaker alarmed? 

  The speaker  get s alar med because he t hinks t hat  Bepin Choudhur y had st ar t ed t aking 

dr ugs. 

 

 

Direct ions (Q. Nos.  1- 6) Read t he ext ract  given below and answer the f ollowing quest ions.  

  When Dr  Chanda came, Bepin Babu said, “I  ‘m f ine. 

  I t  all came back as soon as I  got  of f  t he t r ain at  Ranchi.”  

  ‘A unique case’, sidDr  Chanda. “I  shall cer t ainly wr it e about  it  in a medical j our nal,” 

  “The r eason why I  sent  f or  you,’ said Bepin Babu, is t hat  I  have a pain in t he hip f r om a 

f all in Ranchi. I f  you could pr escr ibe a painkiller .” 

 

1.  Why was Dr Chanda surprised? 

  (a) Because BepibBabu’s case was a unique one 

  (b) Because BepinBabu had become well wit hout  medicat ion 

  (c) Because BepinBabu needed a painkiller   

  (d) Because BepinBabu had hur t  his hip 

Ans.  Because BepinBabu’s case was a unique one.  

2.  Why does BepinBabu choose t o t ell a lie to Dr Chanda? 

  (a) BepinBabu was t oo embar r assed t o t ell Dt  Chanda t he t r ut h 

  (b) BepinBabu t hought  Dr  Chanda was an ally of  Chuilal 

  (c) BepinBabu want ed t o conf use Dr  Chanda  

  (d) BepinBabu had lost  it  complet ely 

Ans.  (a) BepinBabu was t oo embarrassed t o tell Dr Chanda the t ruth.  

3.  Dr Chanda thinks of  writ ing about  BepinBabu’s case in a….  

  (a) Newspaper   (b) healt h magazine  (c) Medical j our nal  (d) ant hology 

Ans.  (c) medical j ournal 

4.  Did BepinBabu need a painkiller? 

  No, BepinBabud did not  need t he painkiller . He was asking Dr  Chanda t o t r eat  his hip 

since, pr ior  t o his r eading Chunilal’s let t er  he had sent  f or  t he doct or . 

Ext ract  2 
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5.  Does Bepin Babu share details of  t his incident  with anyone? 

  No, Bepin Babu would not  have shar ed t he det ails of  t his incident  wit h anybody. He did 

not  wish t o make himself  an obj ect  of  humiliat ion. 

6.  What  had happened t o Bepin Babu? 

  Not hing was wr ong wit h Bepin Babu. He had mer ely been t r ickled by Chunilal. These was 

no lapse of  memor y t o Bepin Babu. 

 

 


